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Background: Much has been written about the legal and political implications of the
construction of a Wall inside Palestinian territory. Less 1s known about the impact the Wall
has on the daily lives of women caged in the Seam Zone. This initial qualitative investigation
sheds some light on the common problems and restrictions sutffered by Palestinian women
living in this area.

Method: In-depth qualitative interviews with 15 women were conducted utilizing a purposeful
selection process to include a range of locations and experiences.Transcripts were examined
for recurring themes.

Findings: Most women reported overcrowded housing conditions, economic hardships, and
social 1solation rendering traditional ways of life almost impossible. Access to education was
restricted. Almost all noted severe hardships in accessing healthcare for themselves, their
children and the elderly. Some maintained that this led to neglect and delay 1n seeking medical
attention, with some narrating personal experiences of seemingly imminent death as a result.
Many women reported difficulty in accessing pre and post-natal services. Almost all women
noted feelings of severe distress and loneliness.
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